
D r u g  T h e r a p y
f o r  L i v e r  C a n c e r

WHAT IS DRUG THERAPY AND HOW DOES IT WORK?

Drug therapy is a type of treatment that includes chemotherapy, targeted 
therapy, and immunotherapy. These drugs are also called systemic therapies 
because they travel through the bloodstream and can attack cancer cells 
almost anywhere in the body. Depending on the drug, they can be given 
through an IV (intravenous) or in pill form. 

The doctor in charge of prescribing drug therapies is a medical oncologist. Your 
doctor will discuss your treatment plan with you.

CHEMOTHERAPY uses one or more drugs to 
destroy or control the growth of cancer cells. 
Chemotherapy drugs are designed to kill all fast-
growing cells which include cancer cells as well 
as some of your own healthy cells. Side effects 
occur because chemotherapy drugs can affect 
both cancer cells and normal cells. Your health 
care team works hard to reduce side effects and 
manage them when they do occur.

TARGETED THERAPY is also called personalized 
medicine. This treatment involves drugs that target 
specific parts of the signaling system in a cancer 
cell. Blocking these signals can stop the growth 
and spread of cancer cells while at the same time 
protecting healthy cells. Before getting targeted 
therapy, patients will have special tests to look 
for certain signals and targets. Different cancers have different signaling systems and 
therefore this treatment is not for everyone. 
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IMMUNOTHERAPY is sometimes called biological therapy. Immunotherapy drugs help the 
immune system find and attack cancer cells while protecting healthy cells. The immune system 
defends and protects our bodies from infection and disease. 

Germs and cancer cells usually trigger the immune system to find and destroy them. However, 
some cancer cells are very good at hiding from the immune system because they look a lot like 
normal cells. In other cases, the immune system might find the cancer cells but is not strong 
enough to destroy all of them. Sometimes the cancer cells even change the way the immune 
system works so it can’t perform its normal functions.  

THE ROLE OF DRUG THERAPY

Drug therapies do not usually cure liver cancer when used on their own. However, they can 
be very useful when they are combined with other cancer treatments such as surgery and 
radiation therapy. Drug therapies may be used to:

•	 Destroy cancer cells
•	 Stop or slow the growth of cancer
•	 Prevent cancer from spreading
•	 Help the body to fight cancer
•	 Reduce the symptoms of cancer 

FURTHER INFORMATION

If your health care team recommends a drug therapy as a treatment, you will 
receive the London Regional Cancer Program’s My Care Binder. This resource 
has information about treatment, side effects and how to manage them, the 
services available through the cancer centre, and much more.

You will also receive specific information about any drug your team recommends.

NS8136 (2019/08/06)

2

Drug Therapy.indd   2 2019/08/22   11:42:08 AM


